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Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
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INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 

Commissioner foir Patents: 

In accordance with 37 C.F.R. §§ 1.56 and 1.97 through 1.98, applicant wishes to 
make known to the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office the 26 references set forth on the attached 
form PTO-1449. This application relies, under 35 U.S.C. § 120, on the earlier filing date of prior 
Application No. 09/712,411, filed November 13, 2000. The references listed on the attached 
Form PTO-1449 were submitted to and/or cited by the Patent and Trademark Office in this prior 
application and, therefore, are not required to be provided in this application. If the Examiner 
wishes, copies will be provided upon request. As to any reference supplied, applicant does not 
admit that it is "prior art" under 35 U.S.C. §§ 102 or 103, and specifically reserves the right to 
traverse or antedate any such reference, as by a showing under 37 C.F.R. § 1.131 or other 
method. Although the aforesaid references are made known to the Patent and Trademark Office 
in compliance with applicant's duty to disclose all information he is aware of which is believed 
relevant to the examination of the above-identified application, applicant believes that his 
invention is patentable. 

Please acknowledge receipt of this Information Disclosure Statement and kindly 
make the cited references of record in the above-identified application. 
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Applicant believes this Information Disclosure Statement has been timely filed, 
however, the Director is authorized to charge any fee due by way of this hiformation Disclosure 
Statement to our Deposit Account No. 19-1090. 

Respectfully submitted, 
George Melkonian 




Michael J. Folise 
Registration No. 31,952 
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FORM PTO-1449 


U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 


ATTY. DOCKET NO. 


APPLICATION NO. 


(REV.7-80) 


PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 


660023 ,406C1 








APPLICANT 






INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 


George Melkonian 






(Use several sheets if necessary) 


FE-ING DATE 

October 30, 2003 


GROUP ART UNTT 



U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 



•EXAMINER 
■NITIAL 




DOCUMENT NUMBER 


DATE 


NAME 


CLASS 


SUBCLASS 


FILING DATE 
IF APPROPRIATE 




AA 


2,926,729 


03/01/60 


Zanini 


160 


236 








3,-3-31,900- 


07/18/67 


Thomas 


264 


47 






AC 


3,485,912 


12/23/69 


Schrenk et al. 


264 


171 






AD 


3,546,143 


12/08/70 


Corbett 


260 


2.5 






AE 


3,888,810 


06/10/75 


Shinomura 


260 


17.4 






AF 


3,962,157 


06/08/76 


Nakano et al. 


260 


17.4 R 






AG 


4,301,047 


11/17/81 


Jones 


260 


17.4 






AH 


4,383,812 


05/17/83 


Calcagni 


425 


133.1 






AJ 


4,491,553 


01/01/85 


Yamada et al. 


264 


51 






AJ 


5,406,768 


04/18/95 


Giuseppe et al. 


52 


730.4 





FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS 



DOCUMENT 
NUMBER 



DATE 



COUNTRY 



TRANSLATION 



YES 



NO 



AK 



WO 99/51425 



10/14/99 



Europe 



AL 



AM 



AN 



AO 



OTHER PRIOR ART (including Author, Title, Date, Pertinent Pages, Etc.) 



AP 



AQ 



AR 



EXAMINER 



DATE CONSIDERED 



* EXAMINER: Initial if reference considered, whether or not criteria is in conformance with MPEP 609. E>raw line through citation if not in 
conformance and not considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant(s). 



C:VNrPortbI\iMaiiagc\CAROLYNRV4288 1 7_I .DOC 



Date: October 30, 2003 



EXPRESS MAIL NO. EV336618898US 
Sheet 2_ of 3 



FORM PTO-1449 
(REV.7-80) 



U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 



INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 
(Use several sheets if necessaiy) 



ATTY. DOCKET NO. 

660023. 406C1 



APPLICATION NO. 



APPLICANT 

George Melkonian 



FILING DATE 

October 30, 2003 



GROUP ART UNTF 



U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 



•EXAMINER 
INITIAL 




iXKUMENT NUMBER 


DATE 


NAME 


CLASS 


SUBCLASS 


FILING DATE 
IP APPRnPRIATC 




AA 


5,486,553 


01/23/96 


Deaner et al. 


524 


13 






AB 


5,497,594 


03/12/96 


Giuseppe et al. 


52 


30.4 






AC 


5,516,472 


05/14/96 


Laver 


264 


118 






AD 


5,538,777 


07/23/96 


Pauley et al. 


428 


122 






AE 


5,660,016 


08/26/97 


Erwin et al. 


52 


483.1 






AF 


5,725,939 


03/10/98 


Nishibori 


428 


292.4 






AG 


5,738,935 


04/14/98 


Turk et al. 


428 


304.4 






AH 


5,773,138 


06/30/98 


Seethamraju et al. 


428 


326 






AI 


5,827,607 


10/27/98 


Deaner et al. 


428 


326 






AJ 


5,847,016 


12/08/98 


Cope 


521 


84.1 





FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS 



DOCUMENT 
NUMBER 



DATE 



COUNTRY 



TRANSLATION 



YES 



NO 



AK 



AL 



AM 



AN 



AO 



OTHER PRIOR ART (Including Author, Title, Date, Pertinent Pages, Etc.) 



AP 



AQ 



AR 



EXAMINER 



DATE CONSIDERED 



* EXAMINER: initial if reference considered, whether or not criteria is in conformance with N4PEP 609. Draw line through citation if not i 
conformance and not considered, hiclude copy of this form with next communication to applicant(s). 
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FORM PT01449 


U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 


ATTY. DOCKET NO. 


APPLICATION NO. 


(REV.7-80) 


PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 


660023. 406C1 








APPLICANT 






INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 


George Melkonian 






(Use several sheets if necessary) 


FILING DATE 

October 30, 2003 


GROUP ART UNIT 



U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 



•EXAMINER 
INlllAL 




DOCUMENT NUMBER 


DATE 


NAME 


CLASS 


SUBCLASS 


FILING DATE 
IF APPROPRIATE 




AA 


5,869,138 


12/08/98 


Nishibori 


427 


274 






AB 


5,8-76;641 


03/02/99 


LeCleiir et al. 


264 


46.6 






AC 


5,948,505 


09/07/99 


Puppin 


428 


121 






AD 


6,007,656 


12/28/99 


Heikkila et al. 


256 


180 






AE 


6,054,207 


04/25/00 


Finley 


428 


317.9 






AF 


6,153,293 


11/28/00 


Dahl et al. 


428 


310.5 






AG 


6,167,657 


01/02/01 


Burge et al. 


49 


496.1 






AH 
















Al 
















AJ 















FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS 



DOCUMENT 
NUMBER 



DATE 



COUNTRY 



TRANSLATION 



YES 



NO 



AK 



AL 



AM 



AN 



AO 



OTHER PRIOR ART (including Author. Title, Date, Pertinent Pages, Etc.) 



AP 



AQ 



AR 



EXAMINER 



DATE CONSIDERED 



* EXAMINER: Initial if reference considered, whether or not criteria is in conformance with MPEP 609. Draw line through citation if not in 
conformance and not considered. Include copy of this fonn with next communication to appiicant(s). 
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